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the air, with a wing-spread that I believe some-
times exceeds twelve feet. Jet-black all over, except
for white tops on the wings that shine like silver in
the sunlight, neck bare like the vulture but
encircled by a brilliant snow-white ruff, he is a sight
never to be forgotten.
Condors, whether male or female, appear to move
their wings very seldom, except when suddenly sur-
prised or because of unusual occurrences. You see
them planing in the air by the hour with their
enormous wings outspread. In bad weather they
avoid the risk of landing on unfamiliar ground, re-
maining in groups in or about their aeries. These
are apt to be in clefts or fissures in the impregnable,
wooded cliff-faces of the lower and more protected
valleys at 10,000 or 11,000 feet. We found such a
valley with two groups in it which, as we watched
them from a distance, showed no inclination to
leave their nesting-place until the sun was well up.
When the sky was clear, they remained away all
day, returning only to sleep.
I believe that the condor must fly, as a rule, at
a terrific height; for on those rare clear days you get
in the Llanganatis, even while standing at an alti-
tude of 12,000 or more feet, you cannot even see
them above you until they decide that all is safe and
swoop down on their prey. They circle round and
round at a great height, nothing escaping their re-
markable vision, and they seem only to risk
approaching certain places for their victims OE a